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Motorsport/Leisure Track Safety:
trackside vehicle restraint barriers
Health and Safety Executive in conjunction with Fife
Council - Safety notice

Issue
There can be a lack of awareness and understanding of the difference between the design, specification, and use
of vehicle restraint barriers, versus the design, specification, and use of generic directional segregation barriers.
Inappropriate, untested and or unapproved barriers must not be used as vehicle restraint barriers on tracks and
circuits.

Outline of problem
Research carried out in the Local Authority enforced sector led to a wider piece of work carried out by health and
safety enforcement officers. This has identified that there is a potential lack of awareness and understanding
regarding the correct application and use of products as vehicle restraint barriers.

Action required
Persons with duties to ensure safety at Motorsport/Leisure track/circuit/s or event/s must fully understand the
significance of selecting and using the correct type of vehicle restraint barrier/s, for competitive and non-
competitive activities.

You must ensure that you, and those you give duties to, relating to vehicle restraint barrier safety, understand:

They should consult the manufacturer and or supplier of the barrier to confirm it is suitable for its
intended use on your track/circuit

That generic segregation barriers are not necessarily designed for use as vehicle restraint barriers.
Purpose made vehicle restraint barriers are available for use within the Motorsport sector

The required maintenance and life cycle of the vehicle restraint barriers in use

Health and Safety
Executive

Department Name:
EPD

Bulletin No:
EPD03-2023

Issue Date:
09/23

Target Audience:
This safety notice is aimed at Motorsport/Leisure track owners, operators, event organisers and other persons with
duties for the safety of activities on tracks/circuits. This notice is particularly relevant to leisure track/circuits
(permanent and temporary).

https://www.hse.gov.uk/index.htm
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That all dutyholder/s have responsibilities for ensuring they are confident that the vehicle restraint
barriers in use are appropriate and suitably installed, and have documentation to evidence this

Governing Bodies may be a contact for advice about the correct selection and use of appropriate vehicle restraint
barriers.

Risks in Motorsport
Motorsport is inherently dangerous; risk control and mitigation measures can be put in place to reduce many of the
risks. It is important that duty holders and event organisers fully understand that they must select and suitably
install appropriate vehicle restraint barriers. Failure to use appropriate vehicle restraint barriers may lead to serious
safety incidents.

Use of barriers at Motorsport/Leisure tracks/circuits
Barriers may look and feel the same, but each type of barrier may have design differences and customisations to
make them suitable for specific tasks.

Some barriers may be properly tested and or approved for vehicle impact, while others will not have been tested
and or approved for this purpose. It is important that vehicle restraint barriers are selected and installed to be
suitable for all intended uses. 

For example, use of generic plastic directional barriers, typically seen on construction sites, may not be designed
to be used as vehicle restraint barriers on motorsport/leisure tracks/circuits.  

Dutyholders must ensure that vehicle restraint barriers are appropriate and suitably installed for their intended uses
at Motorsport/Leisure track/circuits – see figures 1 and 2 and action required.

Figure 1
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Figure 2

Enforcement Expectation
If inappropriate and or unsuitably installed vehicle restraint barrier/s are identified in use at competition and or non-
competition activities, the initial enforcement expectation is the service of a Prohibition Notice under The Health
and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.

Guidance
Managing Health and Safety at Motorsport Events: A Guide for Motorsport Event Organisers (HSE HSG
112)  as the source of further specific information.

General information on health and safety can be found on the Health and Safety Executive website

Legislation
The Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974

The Motor Vehicles (Off Road Events) Regulations 1995 as amended.

General note
This information should be shared with anyone who may have an interest in Motorsport/ Leisure track/circuit and
event safety decision making activities.

The key information about vehicle restraint barriers is applicable irrespective of whether you are a duty holder
under The Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.
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https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg112.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/legislation/hswa.htm
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/1371/contents/made
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1. Safety alerts
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/index.htm

2. What are safety alerts and notices
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/whatarebulletins.htm

3. Recent safety alerts
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/recent-bulletins.htm

4. Safety alerts archive
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/bulletins-archive.htm

5. Divisional safety alerts and notices
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/divisional.htm

6. FAQs
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/faqs.htm

7. Useful links
https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/links.htm

8. Sign up for free updates
https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/subscribe/index.htm

9. Managing Health and Safety at Motorsport Events: A Guide for Motorsport Event Organisers (HSE HSG 112)
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg112.htm

10. General information on health and safety can be found on the Health and Safety Executive website
https://www.hse.gov.uk/index.htm

11. The Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974
https://www.hse.gov.uk/legislation/hswa.htm

12. The Motor Vehicles (Off Road Events) Regulations 1995 as amended.
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/1371/contents/made

HSE aims to reduce work-related death, injury and ill health.
Information in other languages

https://www.hse.gov.uk/languages/index.htm

